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IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend claims 40. 48-57. 59. 87, 70 and 73 as indicated in the 



following list of pending claims. 

PENDING CLAIMS 

1-45. (Cancelled) 

46, (Currently Amended): A system for accessing target tissue within a 
patient and isolating a body of target tissue from its supporting bed, comprising 

e. a biopsy device having a wandn.TJ with a proximal portion and a distal 
portion, a housing on the proximal portion, an electrosurgical tissue cutting 
electrode secured to the distal Rend]] Portion of the wand, a first electrical 
conductor extending within the wand having a distal end electrically 
connected to the electrosurgical electrode and a proximal end configured 
to be electrically connected to an electrical power source. Band]] at least 
one deptoyable fetation tissue contacting element connected to said djstaj 
wand portion and at least one driving member within the housing 
configured to move at lea st one deelovabla tissue contacting element Pf 
Bjg biooav device: 

b. a replaceable drive unit having a receptacle for engaging and releasably 



holding at least a portion of the b i opsy dovtao within the recepta cle 

housing on the proximal p ortion of the wand: and a driving element 
configured to enoaoe the a* least one driving member within the wand 
housing configured to transfer mechanical power to said biopsy device; 
and 
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d. a motor unit for engaging and providing power to the driving element of the 
drive unit, comprising a securing mechanism effective to form a 
mechanically stable engagement between said motor unit and said drive 
element of the driving unit, effective to transfer mechanical power. 

47. (Previously presented): The system of claim 46. wherein said at least 
one deployable element is selected from the group consisting of an anchoring 
mechanism and a side-cutting mechanism comprising a cutting element 

48. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 47. wherein the wand h?? 
a distal end and said anchoring mechanism is located proximal to the distal end of the 
shaft wand . 

49. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 47, wherein said cutting 
element of said side-cutting mechanism Is configured to be rotated about Qthe]] a 
longitudinal axis of the shaft wand effective to isolate a body of target tissue when said 
shaft wand Is disposed within a patient. 

50. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 48. wherein the 
oomprioing on anchoring mechanism and o ckJo cutting mochanlomi whorom cald 
cutting olomont of ooid cido cutting mechanism is configured to be rotated about the 
longitudinal awl s s* toe shaft effective to isolate extended into a body of target tissue 
when said shaft wand is disposed within a patient, 

51. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 46, wherein the drive 
element of said drive unit furthor oompriooo a drive e lomont is configured to engage a 
shuttle effective to deploy or retract ([aJJ ttje deployable element of said biopsy device. 

52. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 47. wherein said tissue 
anchoring mechanism comprises a radial radially extending wire. 
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53. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 46, wherein said drive unit 
further comprises a drive gear configured to engage a shaft gear effective to rotate said 
ehaftef said wand. 

54. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 46, wherein said 
moohonicn) sewneetef of said drive unit has a mechp n^l ^nnector further comprlooo 
comprising a spindle, and wherein said transferred mechanical power comprises rotary 
power. 

55. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 46, wherein said securing 
mechanism of said motor unit comprises a snap ^taasahte connection. 

56. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 46. wherein said 
mechanical power of said motor unit comprises rotary power and said eeepfing sSBiriDS 
mechanism comprises a ridged sleeve configured to receive a spindle effective to 

transfer rotary motion. 

57. (Currently Amended): The system of claim fJSOD 49. wherein said 
cutting element of the side-cutting mechanism of said biopsy device comprises an 
elongated electrode having a distal end secured distal to the anchoring mechanism and 
a proximal end secured proximal to the anchoring mechanism and said wand further 
comprises a second electrical conductor extending within the ohaft therein , having a 
distal end electrically connected to the elongated electrode and a proximal end 
configured to be electrically connected to an electrical power source. 

58. (Previously presented): The system of claim 46, wherein said 
electrosurgical electrode of said biopsy device has a cutting surface spaced distal to 

the distal end of the shaft. 

59. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 47, wherein said 
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anchoring mechanism of said biopsy device includes a plurality of elongated members 
configured to expand outwardly from the olongotod ohnft of tho biopcy devic e wand and 
to penetrate into target tissue. 

60. (Previously presented): The system of claim 59 wherein said elongated 
members of said anchoring mechanism are formed at least in part of electrically 
conducting material. 

61. (Previously presented): The system of claim 60 wherein a third 
electrical conductor extends within the elongated shaft of the biopsy device and has a 
distal end electrically connected to at least one of the elongated members and a 
proximal end configured to be electrically connected to an electrical power source. 

62. (Previously presented): The system of claim 60 wherein the elongated 
members of said anchoring mechanism are metallic wires or ribbons. 

63. (Previously presented): The system of claim 62 wherein the wires or 
ribbons are movably mounted to the elongated shaft of the biopsy device and have a 
contracted configuration to facilitate advancement of the biopsy device within the patient 
and a radially expanded configuration to penetrate into target tissue. 

64-66. (Cancelled) 

67. (Currently Amended) A system for severing a tissue body within a 
patient from supporting tissue, comprising: 

a. a tissue severing unit having an elongated wand with a tissue cutting 
element on a distal portion of the wand, at l east on e an additional 
operative element on the distal portion of the wand and a housing on a 
proximal portion of the wand and moving elements within the housing tor 
moving the tissue cutting element and at least on e additional operative 
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element; 

b. a replaceable drive unit having a recess for receiving at least a portion of 
the housing of the tissue severing unit and having driving elements for 
engaging moving elements within the housing of the tissue severing unit to 
operate the tissue cutting element and the additional operative elements 
element on the distal portion of the wand; and 

c. a motor unit having a motor, a mechanical connector configured to transfer 
mechanical power from the motor to the driving elements of the drive unit 
to operate the tissue severing element and to operate at l ooot e no other 
the additional operative element of the tissue severing unit 

68. (Previously presented) The system of claim 67 including a securing 
mechanism effective to form a mechanically stable engagement between the motor unit 
and the drive unit, and a coupling mechanism configured to engage with the mechanical 
connector of the motor unit effective to transfer mechanical power 

69. (Previously presented) The system of daim 87, wherein the drive unit 
is configured to engage a shuttle operabty connected to a moving member in the 
housing of the tissue severing unit to operate an operative element on the distal portion 
of the wand. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 67, wherein the tissue 
oovoring cutting element is a radially deployable cutting element 

71 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 70 wherein the deployable 
cutting element is an electrosurgical cutting element. 

72. (Previously presented) The system of claim 69, wherein the drive unit 
includes a drive gear configured to engage a moving member within the housing of the 
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tissue severing unit. 

73. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72 wherein the moving 
member is a shaft gear that is effective to rotate e-enaft Jhewand of the tissue severing 
unit 

74. (Previously presented) The system of claim 67 wherein the 
mechanical connector Includes a spindle. 

75. (Previously presented) The system of claim 88 wherein the 
mechanical power Is rotational power. 
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